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It is 2025. Our neighborhood park welcomes people of all ages to connect with one 

another, exercise safely, find solitude and beauty in nature, grow food in community 

gardens, have fun in outdoor play for children and adults, and gather for picnics, club 

and family events.  This park with a new name, reflects and strengthens our sense of 

place, and our feeling of true community as our neighborhood continues to grow. 

 

Because of its large size, the park is always active but never crowded. The flat field has 

been transformed into a gently rolling landscape punctuated with clusters of trees large 

and small that offer shade on hot summer days. There are many native plants 

throughout to attract birds and butterflies, and plants are labeled for curious gardeners. 

The landscape grows wilder as it moves back from the street, where trees along the 

western edge create a sheltering windbreak.  

 

Parking is minimal, as most visitors arrive by foot or by bike, and enter the park through 

one of several portal structures built to reflect features of our community. Visitors are 

greeted by the sounds of birds attracted to the natural areas and flowing water of a 

striking water feature. Children find a formal play area and natural areas to explore. 

Families and adults find designated spaces for bocce, croquet, lawn bowling and other 

active outdoor games. Walking paths meander through the park: some are paved to 

ensure accessibility, but most are bark to blend into the environment. There are 

benches and covered pavilions for relaxation, and a natural space for small scale 

outdoor performance events such as free city-sponsored plays. There may even be a 

community center building for clubs and community groups to use during inclement 

weather.  Many of the built items (such as benches) are funded by donations in 

memory of loved ones, whose names are inscribed for all to see. 

 

Everything about the park is designed to be low maintenance, so that it can be 

managed primarily by volunteers, including service clubs, master gardeners, and 

perhaps a “Friends of Striker Field” Association, with some help from the City. Because 

the park is so beloved by its community, neighborhood volunteers are always ready 

and willing to participate.  

 

We look back with pride at how we persevered over the years to bring our vision to 

reality: from an empty field, to a simple bark path and benches at the beginning, to a 

welcoming destination that provides recreation and respite in a sea of residential 

development.  We are glad to have one another as neighbors who share this treasure, 

Eugene’s best kept secret! 

 


